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A.society has been lately formed at 
Liverpool, for preventing wanton cruel- 
ty to brute animals; At their first 
general meeting they appointed a com- 
mittee to prepare an account of the 
objects of the society, and of the modes 
which they might deem best fitted to 
secure the accomplishment of those 
objects; and this committee according- 
ly presented a report ; of which the 
following is the substance : "The great 
object of the society is, to meliorate 
the state of brute animals, by prevent- 
ing those sufferings which they unne- 
cessarily experience at the hand of 
man. Your committee judge that you 
may aim to accomplish this object in 
two ways. 1. By the exercise of co- 
ercion with respect to those who are 
guilty of cruelty to brute animals. 
2. By the diffusion of such principles 
and feelings as shall be incompatible 
with the existence of that spirit whence 
cruelly to animals originates. The 
coercion exercised may be of three 
sorts ; that of the laws, that of shame, 
and that of individual discountenance. 
For one of the species of cruelty to- 
wards brute animals, existing in this 
town (we mean the overloading of 
carters' horses) the law has provided 
a remedy. All that your committee, 
therefore, judge to be needful lor the 
removal of tills evil, is the due en- 
forcement of tlielaw. Thesense of shame 
may they think, be turned to good 
account in the service of this society. 
A man may be perfectly indifferent to 
the sufferings of brute animals, who 
may, nevertheless, dread that the pub- 
lic should talk of his cruelty. Your 
committee propose, therefore, that a 
committee be appointed for the pur- 
pose of enquiring into reported cases 
of cruelty, and of publishing the ac- 
counts of them (when the facts are 
well established) in the papers of the 
day. They recommend that your 
statement should wear an official form : 
the credit which they would receive 
would be proportioned, of course, to 
the opinion entertained by the public 
of your reporting committee. Cases of a 
aiostflagicious nature might occasionally 



occur, in which it might be adviseable 
to publish the names of the parties: 
in general, however, your committee 
think 'that this step would not be re- 
quisite. Individual discountenance may 
be manifested in different ways: in 
every mode in which such discounte- 
nance can be given by you, severally, 
to acts of cruelly, in every such mode 
do your* committee recommend that 
it be shewn. But what t>iey would 
particularly recommend to you at this 
time, as applying an especial remedy 
to particular evils which they have hi 
view, is discountenance in the way of 
trade. There are some tradesmen, as 
your committee think, whose very 
gain is derived from brute animals, 
who are frequently or habitually care- 
less respecting the sufferings of their 
beasts ; and of some of whom it may 
be said, that the misery of. the beasts 
subjected to them, is almost a neces- 
sary result of their peculiar mode of 
conducting their business. Your com- 
mittee suggest (ojou, in your indi- 
vidual capacities, that where you 
have occasion to employ tradesmen 
of such classes, the consideration of 
the maimer in which different indivi- 
duals among them tre.it their beasts, 
should have great weight with you in 
your decision, as to which of those trades- 
men you employ. They think. to that 
where fair occasions occur, the ground 
of preference should be distinctly 
stated? otherwise that connexion may 
not be observed between the offence 
and the consequence, the observation 
of which is necessary to the securing 
of its' full operation to your conduct. 
The abuses which have appeared to 
your committee to be most prevalent 
in this town, and to call, for the most 
immediate attention, and to which 
they w»uld apply some of the above- 
stated principles of redress, are those 
practised by carters and by butchers. 
Concerning carters, they' have toM 
you that they mean, at the close of 
this rt port, to submit to you a re- 
solution. The cruelties of butchers 
are displayed, chiefly when they are 
driving their beasts into or through the 
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town One of your committee saw 
a sheep *ith one of its horns torn out 
of the socket, stated by the populace 
to have been beaten or wrested out 
by the driver. The practice ofcut- 
t ing the heel-tendons of sheep before 
they enter the town, in order 
that the drivers may have less trouble 
with them in passing through the streets 
(a practice, the alleged necessity for 
which would be removed by the em- 
ploying ot a larger number of drivers) 
is, your committee have reason to be- 
lieve, by no means uncommon. Such 
things, call, as they conceive, for the 
unimad version of those who are cie- 
sirous to lessen the sufferings of brute 
animals ; and, in their present uncer- 
tainty of the disposition of the taws 
as to sucb practices, your coniinitee 
do strongly recommend it to the indi- 
viduals ot the society, to shew their 
disapprobation, of tho»e who perpetrate 
er authotize th«vn, by wtthojding 
from thera their support in the way of 
trade. The other part of their plan, 
viz. the diffusion of such a spirit as 
should he incompatible with the spirit 
of cruelly to animals, might be effect- 
ed by publishing, in a cheap font, 
books inculcating principles of gentleness 
towards the bwtepait of the creation. 
In this mode, they conceive that great 
good might be <foue, especially by 
the influence produced on the minus 
of the voung. It appears especially 
desireable that u liilst yeu set forth to 
the public a definition of your ob- 
jects, you should also give some 
pledge as to the spirit of your future 
proceedings. Ihey would propose, 
therefore, that you should, from the 
very beginning, disclaim all those mean 
Kill deceptions iris, by which men 
often gain intelligence ; all encourage- 
ment to eavesdroppers* to creeping 
enquirers, 10 men who wear the sem- 
blance of friendship in order that they 
may the more effectually betray. 



They propo«e also, that, in animad- 
verting on the abuse which may be 
brought to light around you, you 
should not confine yourremarks to the 
poor. '1 he duty to be tender to the 
interior creatures, they hold to be ob- 
ligatory ou men of every rank; and 
a rich man, who wantonly abuses bis 
power over a brute animal, ought, they 
conceive, the more especially to be 
an object of censure, because his ex- 
ample may operate the more largely 
as a supposed warrant. In your indi- 
vidual capacities, they would recom- 
mend to you, that you should expel 
the spirit of cruelty altogether from 
your own houses; that you should al- 
low none of those practices to exist 
within the range of your influence, by 
which brute animals are made to 
suffer pain, either for the- mere amuse- 
ment of men, or for the gratification 
of a pampered luxery. Lastly, they 
recommend it to you, both individu- 
ally and eoHectrvel y, that in pursuing the 
objects of your association, you should 
display the greatest steadiness and 
calmness; especially that you should 
in every instanee, "be on the surest 
grounds convinced of the existence of 
an evil, before jou prefer a complaint. 
'1 here is sneh a thing as intemperance 
in benevolence, and the virtue may 
be degraded in the public estimation, 
and rendered fruitless in its efforts, 
by a union with precipitancy of judg- 
ment. Whilst the hope that the 
members of this society will keep 
themselves alive to the objects of the 
association, and omit no rational or 
manly mode of promoting those ob- 
jects, they also express the hope that 
no plan may be adopted which may 
carry with it a frittering of exertion, 
and which- may justly subject the so- 
ciety to any portion "of that reproach 
which maiiiy may, a* the first hearing, 
be disposed to affix to it, the reproach 
of being frivolous and vexatious. 
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Marr'wps ...Mr. J. M'Oath to Miss 
M'llnwel, both of Lishurn, 

Mr. X- Brande, cmnmaiKJer of the brig" 

Ntjrtune of New York, to Miss Bla*.k- 
w.iod of Belfast. 

Hill S. Stott, esq. of Dromore, to Miss 



K. Magennis, ilnughterj&the lat*. O. tt*r 

gc'nnis, est), of 'AVnesvsflH^ 

Mr. W. Gamble, to MfieTTMrltf ot Eel- 
fast. • ,! t*mL. 

JTf. Raileyof Armagh, to MWilifrrttf 
Eallvcasllti. 
The Rev. James Strange Rutson, so: 



